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failing in its moral obligation to bring 
a cessation to the violence in the Mid-
dle East. This policy of inaction will 
have great consequences for the region, 
the world, and for the safety of our Na-
tion and our allies. 

The United States stands alone in 
our ability to bring an end to the vio-
lence and relieve the humanitarian ca-
tastrophe which has engulfed the peo-
ple of Lebanon, Palestine and Israel. 

In the short-term, we must call for 
an end to the violence. Then, without 
pre-conditions, we must bring all par-
ties in the region to a long term settle-
ment which will be enforced by peace-
keepers. 

This is the purpose of House Concur-
rent Resolution 450. We should dem-
onstrate concern about the plight of 
the Israelis, but we must not be indif-
ferent to the plight of the Arabs, Mus-
lims and Christians and all others who 
are suffering the destruction of their 
homes, their families, their hopes and 
their dreams. 

As the violence continues with no 
end in sight and with civilian casual-
ties on the rise, this is the moment to 
call for the end of fear and the begin-
ning of hope. House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 450 does just that. 

f 

SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL 

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, 
Hezbollah, Iran and Syria’s armed mili-
tia of Islamic extremists attacked 
Israel, giving Israel every right to un-
leash fury on these terrorists. 

Israel is not only fighting to protect 
themselves, but every other reason-
able, freedom-loving person sharing 
this planet. 

A Hezbollah spokesman said they are 
fully ready to send trained and armed 
volunteers to every corner of the earth 
to jeopardize Israeli and American in-
terests. 

The attacks of September 11, the 
bombings of London and Madrid, the 
terrorist roundup in Toronto and the 
present day insurgency in Iraq all fore-
cast an unsettling but winnable trend, 
Mr. Speaker. 

We are in a war against Islamic ex-
tremists, and the battle lines do not 
start and stop in the Middle East. They 
extend to the far reaches of the globe, 
and will do so until democracy replaces 
theocracy, freedom replaces tyranny, 
and equality replaces injustice. 

Mr. Speaker, our Nation stands be-
side Israel as they protect their home-
land and fight our common enemy, Is-
lamic extremists. 

f 

TERRORISM 

(Mr. MEEHAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to tell the Nation this fact: 

Right now, the world is less safe than 
it was a year ago, or even before the 
terrible events of September 11. 

We should be confronting violent ex-
tremism and people who want to de-
stroy our life and our Nation. We 
should be chasing them around the 
world and giving them no rest or ref-
uge. 

Yet, after nearly 5 years of the war 
on terror, where are we? 

The Taliban is growing stronger in 
Afghanistan. Al Qaeda is firmly en-
trenched in Iraq, where it never had 
been before. Hamas and Hezbollah are 
acting with impunity. 

This country needs a new strategy in 
the struggle with extremists, not one 
that is hamstrung by the mess in Iraq, 
sidetracked by political finger-point-
ing, or beholden to special oil interests. 

This country needs new leadership 
that will safeguard our children’s fu-
ture rather than send them to war 
without equipment that they need. 

This country needs a new direction, a 
direction that will make tomorrow 
safer than today. The American people 
deserve nothing less. 

f 

HONORING FLOYD LANDIS 
(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, the U.S. 
domination of the Tour-de-France con-
tinues. For 7 consecutive years, Lance 
Armstrong dominated the event, but 
his departure last year left the cycling 
world wondering who would step up to 
claim his crown. 

On Sunday we found out. His name is 
Floyd Landis. Floyd hails from Farm-
ersville, Pennsylvania, just outside of 
Ephrata, in the heart of Lancaster 
County. 

His parents were attending a service 
at Martindale Mennonite Church dur-
ing their son’s triumphant ride 
through the streets of Paris. His dad 
said, ‘‘I was praying for him.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Floyd’s performance 
was an inspiration. Though in need of a 
hip replacement, his determination and 
willpower was unwavering. 

One writer who has been covering the 
event for 18 years called it, ‘‘the best 
performance in the modern history of 
the tour.’’ 

On behalf of the entire 16th Congres-
sional District of Pennsylvania, as well 
as Lancaster, I extend my heartfelt 
congratulations to Floyd and his fam-
ily. 

He has represented his hometown and 
his country well, and I applaud his tre-
mendous performance in cycling’s most 
prestigious event. 

f 

HOUSE REPUBLICANS PREPARE TO 
LEAVE TOWN WITHOUT AD-
DRESSING RECORD GAS PRICES 
(Mr. STUPAK asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, gas prices 
are at a record high, at over $3 per gal-
lon. Yet House Republicans plan to 
leave Washington at the end of this 
week for a 5-week recess without pro-
viding any relief at the gas pump. 

My legislation, the PUMP Act, which 
would lower the cost of a barrel of oil 
by $20, has been stalled in committee. 

Our constituents have been gouged at 
the pump for 4 months in a row now, 
and the only response we have heard 
from the other side of the aisle is the 
same old tired policies that will do 
nothing to reduce our dependence on 
foreign oil and will do nothing to pro-
vide real relief to the American con-
sumer. 

There is no excuse for Republican in-
action. It is time that they break their 
cozy ties with oil companies so we can 
finally help the American consumer. 

House Democrats want to repeal 
more than $20 billion in tax breaks and 
subsidies that Congressional Repub-
licans and the Bush White House con-
tinue to protect. With Big Oil’s record 
profits of $16 billion during the first 
quarter of this year, oil companies 
don’t need more tax breaks from Wash-
ington. Democrats would invest this 
money, more than $20 billion, into en-
ergy resources of tomorrow so that we 
can begin to wean ourselves off foreign 
oil. 

It is time to go in a new direction, 
America. 

f 

PLEASANT VALLEY SOUTH 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Pleasant Valley 
South Baptist Church in Silver Creek, 
Georgia, which is celebrating its 150th 
anniversary this year. 

For a century and a half, Pleasant 
Valley South has been fulfilling the 
spiritual and communal needs of its 
congregants, and I know it will con-
tinue this service for many years to 
come. 

Pleasant Valley South Baptist 
Church was founded in 1856. At the 
time, it was housed in a log cabin that 
also served as the community school. 
In 1863, James McBride was named as 
the church’s first pastor, and he 
preached to a congregation of 22 peo-
ple. 

Well, Pastor McBride would hardly 
recognize Pleasant Valley South today. 
In 2002, a 900-seat worship center was 
built to serve the church’s 1,700 mem-
bers. Pastor Philip May presides over 
services that regularly attract more 
than 700 congregants on Sunday morn-
ing. 

Mr. Speaker, churches are one of the 
strongest foundations in our commu-
nities, and for 150 years, Pleasant Val-
ley South Baptist has brought inspira-
tion to Silver Creek and her residents. 

I ask that you join me in congratu-
lating the church on its historic 150th 
anniversary. 
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